
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
In the darkest valley, 
       at the banquet table;  
in the hard work of life, 
      at the moments of ease; 
in our day-to-day reality, 
      at times set aside 
like this time, now - 
      for worship, for listening, for sharing; 
with every step we take: 
      goodness and mercy follow us; 
      our cups overflow. 
 
 
HYMN 747 (VU)- The Lord’s my shepherd 
 

1. The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want; 
he makes me down to lie 

in pastures green; he leadeth me 
the quiet waters by. 

 
2. My soul he doth restore again; 

and me to walk doth make 
within the paths of righteousness, 

even for his own name's sake. 
 

3. Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 
yet will I fear no ill, 

for thou art with me; and thy rod 
and staff me comfort still. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. My table thou hast furnished 
in presence of my foes; 

my head thou dost with oil anoint, 
and my cup overflows. 

 
5. Goodness and mercy all my life 

shall surely follow me: 
and in God's house for evermore 

my dwelling place shall be. 
 

PRAYERS  
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
We believe in a wilderness God 
      Who breathed life into dust, turned seeds into       
      flowers, and flooded the sky with stars.   
We believe in a wilderness God  
      who went hungry in the desert,  
      walked barefoot on the water 
      and taught from the mountainside.  
We believe in a wilderness God 
      whose love could be described as nothing  
      short of wild.  
So, with confidence and hope, we long to follow 
our wilderness God who walks with people on their 
darkest nights, 
      who sings hope into places of grief,  
      isolation and suffering, and who exists in the    
      form of untamed joy, wildfire love  
      and impossible hope.  
Step by step, may it be so.  
      Amen. 
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WORDS FOR WORSHIP 
 



PRAYER BEFORE THE READING OF SCRIPTURE 
 
      You call us to be your light in the darkness, 
      your voice in the wilderness, 
      your hope for the hopeless. 
      You give us strength in our weakness, 
      peace and gentleness, 
      words and boldness, 
      to proclaim more of you and of us, less. 
 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 
Psalm 23  
God is my shepherd. 
 
John 9:1–7 
Jesus heals a man’s blindness. 
 
 
WORD – The Wilderness is the place of distraction 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 
HYMN 171 (MV) - Christ has no body now  
 

Christ has no body now but yours, 
no hands but yours. 

Here on this earth, yours is the work, 
to serve with the joy of compassion. 

 
1. No hands but yours to heal the wounded world, 

no hands but yours to soother all its suffering, 
no touch but yours to bind the broken hope 

of the people of God. 
 

2.  No eyes but yours to see as Christ would see, 
to find the lost, to gaze with compassion; 
no eyes but yours to glimpse the holy joy 

of the city of God. 
 

3. No feet but yours to journey with the poor, 
to walk this world with mercy and justice. 
Yours are the steps to build a lasting peace 

for the children of God. 
 
 

4. Through every gift, give back to those in need; 
as Christ has blessed, so now be his blessing, 

with every gift a benediction, be 
to the people of God. 

 
 

BLESSING & SENDING  
 
 
HYMN 105 (VU) – Dust and ashes, chorus only 

 
Take us by the hand and lead us, 
lead us through the desert sands, 

bring us living water, 
Holy Spirit, come. 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for sharing this time  

of worship with us.  
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